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breathe by gills and afterward partly or en-
tirely by lungs. They are called amphibians
because of their ability to live either on land
or in water; the name is from a Greek word
meaning having a double life. In some
species the gills are retained through life,
although lungs also are developed. There
are two main divisions of this class—the
tailless, represented by frogs and toads, and
the tailed, such as newts and salamanders.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information-
Newt
Toad
Blindworm
Frog
AMPHICTYONIO, am fik te on'ik, COUN-
CIL, in ancient Greece, a confederation of
the twelve northern tribes, for worship and
for the protection of sacred lands and treas-
ures. It also discussed questions of inter-
national law and matters affecting the
political union of the tribes. Meetings were
held twice a year, alternately at Delphi and
Thermopylae. The tribes sent two deputies
each, who quelled the public dissensions and
the quarrels of individual cities by force or
persuasion, and punished civil and criminal
offenses, particularly transgressions of the
law of nations and violations of the temple
of Delphi.
AMPHION, am fi'on, in Greek mythology
the son of Jupiter and Antiope, and the
husband of ITiobe. He was instructed in
music by Mercury or, according to others,
by Apollo, and his skill was so wonderful
that when he was set to build the walls of
Thebes, he simply played on Ms lyre, and the
stones moved and arranged themselves in
their proper positions.
AMPHITHEATER, am fe the'a tur, an
ancient Eoman edifice of elliptical or circular
form, used for gladiatorial combats and other
sports. It consisted of a roofless, central
area, the arena, which was encompassed with
rows of seats, rising higher as they receded
from the center. On these the people used
to sit to view the combats. The first amphi-
theater of wood in Borne was erected in
46 b. C. by Caesar, and in 30 B. 0., under
Augustus, the first amphitheater partly of
stone was built The example of the Romans
was followed by all the large cities through-
out tJie Empire. The Colosseum, or Flavian
Amphitheater, at Borne, is the largest of all
the ancient amphitheaters, being capable of
seating from 50,000 to 80,000 persons (see
colossettm). That at Verona is one of the
 best examples remaining.   It is 502 feet by
401, and 98 feet high.
AMPUTA'TION, in surgery, the opera-
tion by which a limb or other member is
separated from the body. Amputations have
been practiced from very early times, but in
the larger operations death was formerly
almost sure to follow from bleeding or from
blood-poisoning. It was not until late in the
seventeenth century that surgeons learned
how to stop bleeding, and much later before
they could keep out infection (see surgeey).
In the amputation of a limb the flesh is cut
in a slanting direction to the bone so as to
leave one or more flaps of flesh. The blood
vessels are tied up, the bone sawed off, and
the flaps brought smoothly over the stump
and stitched down. During the "World War
remarkable advance was made in surgical
practice, and great success was achieved in
the re-education of those who had suffered
the loss of a limb.
AMRITSAR, um rifsahr, or AMEITSEB,
india, a flourishing commercial town of
Hindustan, capital of a district of the same
name in the Punjab, the principal place of
the religious worship of the Sikhs. It receives
its name from the sacred pond constructed by
Earn Das, the apostle of the Sikhs hi which the
Sikhs and other Hindus immerse themselves
that they may be purified from all sin. It
has considerable manufactures of shawls and
silks and exhibits the richest products of
India. Population in 1931, 264,840. See
punjab.
AMSTERDAM, NterHERLAmis, one of
the chief commercial cities of Europe, and
the largest in Holland. It is also famous
as a center of art and learning, and was
the home of Rembrandt, the painter. On
account of the lowness of the site of the
city, the greater part of it is built on piles.
It is divided by numerous canals into about
ninety islands, which are connected by
nearly 300 bridges. The harbor, formed by
the Y, an arm of the Zuyder Zee, Hes along
the whole of the north side of the city and is
surrounded by various docks and basins.
The trade is facilitated by the great ship
canal, fifteen miles long and twenty-two to
twenty-sk feet deep, -which was completed
in 1876 and connects the Y directly with the
North Sea, Another canal, the North Hol-
land Canal, forty-six miles long and twenty
feet deep, connects Amsterdam with the
Helder.

